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owe Allegiance and obedience to the King of Kings Chrilt Je- 
ſus, who hath commanded me not to ſw ear at all, 
- Judge. That i 0 anſne-,will you tate theca bor will youwt take nt? 
M.F. Ifayl owe Allegiance and obedience nnto Chriſt Je- 
'Ks, who commands me not to ſwear, 
Judge. I ſay unto you thats no anſwer, will youtake tor will you 
not rake ut ? | p54 
M. F, If you ſhould ask me never ſo often, I muſt anſwer to 
you the reaſon why I cannot take it, is becauſe Chriſt Jeſus hath 
commanded me not to ſwear atall, I owe my Allegiance and 
obedience unto him, ry 
Then one ofthe Juſtices that committed her,faid, Mrs, Fel 
you may with a good Conſcience, (if you cannot take the 
Oath) put in ſecutity chat you may have no more meetings at 
your houſe... | 
"MF, Wilt thou make that good, that | may wicha ſafe 
Conſcience make an engagement to forbear meet1ugs,, for fear 
of _ my Liberty and Eſtate, wilt notthou and you allhere 
judge of me that it was for ſaving my Eſtate and Liberty thar I 


did it, and do I not in this deny my teſtimony ; and would nor -. 


this defile my Conſcience, 
Judge. Thi « no anſwer, will you take the Oath ? we muſt nat 
ſpend time, hs | "£2 ater 
M,F. Inever took an Oathin ny bel have ſpent my days 
thus far, and. I never tookan Oat 
Kitig as he is King of England, but Chriſt Jeſus. is King of my 


Cofiſcience---Then the Clerk held out the Book and bid her : 


pull off her Glove and lay her.hand on the book, . 
 M,F, 1neyerlaid my hand. on the book to ſwearin all. my 
life, and I never was at this Aſſize before, I was bred and born 


in this County and have led my life in it, and I was never at an 


Aſfize before this time, and I bleſs the Lord that Iam here this 
day upon this account, to bear teſtimony to the truth.---Then 
rhey asked her if ſhe would have the Oath read, ſhe anſwered, 
1do not careif I never hear an Oath read, for the Land mourns 
becauſe of Oaths, | coat 
Judge, Then the Judge cryed take her away, then t by took;ber, ci- 
willy awity and aiked ber if ſor won'd give ſecarity that (he would 
We meanings. | AP, 
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ELD 7) | 
owe Allegiance and obedience to the King of Kings Chriſt Je- 
ſus, who hath commanded me not to {wear at all, 

Judge. That no a,ſne- will you tae the ca hor will you wt take ut? 

M.F. Iſfayl oweAllegiance and obedience nnto Chriſt Je- 
Ss, who commands me not to ſwear, | 

Judge. I ſay #0 you thats no arſwer,, will you take it or will you 
not take ut ? 

M. F, If you ſhould ask me never ſo often, I mult anſwer to 
you the reaſon why I cannot take ir, is becauſe Chrilt Jeſus hath 
commanded me not to ſwear atall, I owe my Allegiance and 
obedience unto him, | 

Then one of the Juſtices that committed her,faid, Mrs. Fel! 
you may with a good Conſcience, (if you cannot take the 
Oath) put in ſecurity chat you may have no more meetings at 
your houſe, 

A, F, Wilt thou make that good, that | may wicha ſafe 
Conſcience make an engagement to forbear meetiugs, for fear 
of loſing my Liberty and Eſtate , wilt not thou and you all here 
judge of me that it was for ſaving my Eſtate and Liberty that I 
did it, and do I not in this deny my teſtimony ;, anJ would not 
this defile my Conſcience, | 

Judge. T hi « no anſwer, will you tahe the Oath? we muſt} not 

end time, 

M,F. Inever took an Oath in my lite, I have ſpent my days 
thus far, and. | never tookan Oath, I own Allegiance to the 
King as he is King of Eng/and, but Chriſt Jeſus. is King of my 
Conſcience---Then the Clerk held out the Book and bid her 
pull off her Glove and lay her hand on the book, 

M,F, lneverlaid my hand on the book co ſwear-in all my 
life, and I never was at this Aſſize before, I was bred and born 
in this County and have led my life in it, and I was never at an 
Aſfize before this time, and I bleſs the Lord that Iam here this 
day upon this account, to bear teſtimony to the. truth,---Then 
they asked her if ſhe would have the Oath read, ſhe anſwered, 
Ido not care if never hear an Oath read, for the Land mourns 
becauſe of Oaths, _ : 

Judge, Then the Judge cryed take her away, then t by took. ber ci- 
willy away, and aiked ber if ſhe won'd give ſecurity that (he would 
have #6 more meanings, M, F. 


— wv - OOO 4 _—_ 


-1t to thee, 


. (8 ) ; | 
MF, Nay, I can give no ſuch ſecurity, Ihave ſpoken e- 


-nongh for that, - | 


Then George) Fox was called before Judge Twiſdex, being a 
Priſoner the Goaler brought him 1n- | 

Judge. what do you come into the Court with your Hat on, agd 
then the Gealer took it off . 

G.F, Peace be amongſt you all, (and ſaid) the Hat was not 
the honour that came down from God. 

Judge. Will you take the Oathof Allegiance George Fox, 

G. F. Inever took Oath in my lite, 

Judge, Will you ſwear or no? 

G, F. Chriſt commands we muſt not ſwear at all, and the A- 
poſtle ; and whether mult I obey God or man judge thee, I put 

Judge. I will not diſpute with thee George Fox,come read the 
Oath to him, and ſo the Oath was read; and when it was read, give hins 


the bock ſaid they, and ſo 4 man that ſtood by him beld up the book and 


ſaid lay your hard on the book, 


G. F.,*Give me the book in ney, which ſet them all a 
g27ing, and as in a hope he would have ſworn, then when he 


-Sot the book in his hand, he held up the book and ſaid, this 


book commands me not to ſwear if it be a Bible 1 will PR its 
and he ſaw it- was a Bible, and he held it up, and then the 
pluckt it forth of his hand again, and cryed will you ſwear,will 


youtake the Oath of Allegiance yes or nay, 


G. E. My Allegiance lies not in Oaths, bur in truth and faith- 
fulneſs, for | honour all men, much more the King , but Chriſt 
faith Imuſt not ſwear, the great Propher, the Saviour of the 
world, and the Judge of the world, and thou ſayeſt I muſt 
ſwear, whether muſtI obey Chriſt or thee, for it is in tender- 
neſs of Conſcience ithat 1do not- ſwear, in obedience to the 
command of Chriſt and the Apoſtle, and for his ſake I ſuffer, 


'and in obedience to his commands dol ſtand this day; and we 
-have the word of a King for tender Conſciences, beſides his 


-Speeches and Declarations at Þreda; and doſt thou own the 
King. 
Judge. Yer, Fown the King. | 
G, F. Thenwhy:doſt not thou own bis Speeches and Decla- 


rations 


_ 
” 
A 


( 


9 
rations concerning tender Conſciences, to the which he reply- 
ed nothing -but George ſaid it 1s in obedience to Chriſt the $a. 
viour ofthe world, the Judge of the world, before whoſe 
judgient ſeat all men muſt be brought, thartl do nor ſwear,and * 
| ama man ofa tender Conſcience, and then the Judge ſtood up, 

Judge. I will norbe afraidof thee, thou [peaks (> loud thy voice 
drowns mine and the Courts, I muſt call for three or fogr Cryers to 
dr on u thy voice, thou haſt good Lung, 

GC, F, Iama Priſoner here this day for the Lord Jeſus, that 
made heavenand earth, and for his ſake do we ſuffer, and for 
him do I ſtand this day, and if my voice were five times lon- 
der, yet ſhould 1 ſound ir our and lite it upfor Chriſts ſake, for 
whole cauſe 1 ſtand this day before your Judgment-ſeat, in o- 
bedience ro Chriſts commands, who commands not to ſwear, 
before whoſe Judgment-ſeat you mult all be brought, and give 
an account, 

Judge. Sirrah mill you take the Oath, 

G. F. Iam none of thy Sirrah, Iam no Sirrah, I am a Chri- 
ſian, artthoua Judge and fits there to give names to Priſo- 
ners, thou ought not to give names to Priſoners. 

Jud ge, lama Chriſtian foo, 

G.F. Then do Chriſtian works, 

udge. Sirrab thou thinkeſt to frighter: me wth thy words, and 
> aſide, T am ſaying ſo again, 

G, Fe I ſpeak in love to thee, that doth not become a Judge, 
thou oughtelt ro inſtruct a Priſoner of the Law and Scriptures 
jf he be ignorant and out of the way. 

Judge, George Fox, I ſpeak in love to thee, 

' G. FE. Love gives no names. 
udge. Wi!r thou ſwear, wilt thou take the oath yea or nay. 

C,F. As I ſaid before, whether muſt I obey God or man 
judge ye, Chriſt commands nat to ſyear, and ifthou, or ye, or 
any Minitter, or Prielt here will prove that ever Chriſt or bis 
Apoſtles after they had forbidden ſwearing, commanded men 
ſhould ſwear, I will ſwear, and ſeveral Prieſts being there, yet 


not one did appear, 
Judge. George Fox wil! you ſwear or n0, | 
'G.F, It is in obedience to Chriſts commands do not ſwear, 
B | | ang 
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and for his ſake we ſuffer, and you are ſenſible enough of 
\wearers, how they firſt ſwear one: way then another, and if I 
could ſwear any Oath at all upon any occaſion, I ſhould take 
that, bur it i3 not denying Oaths upon ſome occalion, bur all 


- Oaths according to Chrilts Doctrine. d 


Judge. Iamaſervart to the King, and the Kivg ſent me not to' 
diſputey but be ſent me to put his Lows in execution, wili thou ſwear ? 
tender the Oath of allegiance to him, 

G, F. If thou love che King, why doſt thou break his word, 
and not own his Declarations and Speeches to tender Conſci- 
ences from Breda, for I am a man of a tender Conſcience, for in 
obedience to Chriſts commands I am not to wear, 

Judge. Then you will not ſmear, take him Goaler. 

G, F. It is for Chriſts ſake 1 cannot wear, in obedience to 
his commands I ſuffer, and ſo the Lord torgive you all. 

And ſo the mighty power of the Lord God was over all, 

The appearance of M, F, The ſecond time being the y6th 
day of the aforementioned moneth 1663, 


- 

Jud, 1 Mrs. Fe/! you ſtand here indicted by the Statute, becauſe 
you will not take the Oath of Allegiance, and Iam here to in- 
torm you what the Law provides tor you in ſuch a caſe, viz, 
Firſt, if you confeſs to the inditment the Judgment of a Pre- 
munire 1s to paſs upon you, Secondly, if you plead you have 
liberty ro Traverſe, Thirdly, if you ſtand mute and ſay no-+ 
thing arall, Judgment will be paſſed againſt you, fo ſee what 
you will chuſe of thoſe three ways. 

M.F. lam altogether ignorant of theſe things, for I had 
never the like occation, ſo 1 deſire to be informed by thee, 
which of them is the beſt for me, for Ido not know, and ſo ſc- 
veral abont the Court cryed, Traverſe, traverſe. 

Judge. If you'w1ll be adviſed by me pur in your Traverſe, and (0 
you have liberty untill the xext Aſſizes to arſwer your tndillwent, 

AM, F, I had rather according to thy own propoſal have a 
Proceſs, that Irmight have liberry until! the next Aſſize, and 
then'to put na Traverſe. "ay 
Judge. Yoar T raverſe is a Proceſc, 

M.F. May not I havea Proceſs, and put in my Traverſe the 
next Aſſizes, Iam informed that was the thing that. thou in- 


tended 


(11) 
tended that I ſhould have, + - 

Judge. You ſhall have, as. 

M. F, That is all I defire,---Then a Clerk of the Crown Of- 
fice ſtood up and whiſpered to the Judge and ſaid it was con- 
trary to Law, and {aid T muſt put jn my Traverſe now, 

Judge, I wonld do you 4H the favour | can, but you muſt enter your 
Traverſe now, | | RD, 

M. F, I acknowledge thy favour and mercy, for thou haſt 
ſhewn more mercy then my Neighbours hath done, and 1 ſee 
what thou hait done for me, and what my Neighbours have 
done againſt me; and I know a. well how to make a di- 
ſtinction, for they who have done this againſt me they have no 
reaſon for it, | | Ts, 

Judge. / have dove yon» wrong , 1 found, you here, .- 

M. F. I had not been here but by my Neighbours, 

Judge. What ſay you, are you willing to Traverſe. 

M. F. If may not be permitted to have that which 1 defire 
(chat is) longer time, 1 muſt be willing to Traverſe till the next 
Aſſizes, and chat upon this account, that | have fomnething to 
;oform thee of, which Idid not ſpeak on the laſt time when I 
was brought before thee : The Juſtices which committed me, 
rhey told me they had expreſs order from above, but rhey did 
not ſhew me the order, neither indeed did I ask them for it, 
but I heard ſince that they have given it out in the Country that 
they had an order from the Counſel,” others ſaid they bad an 
order from the King,-- The Sheriff ſaid there was expreſs or- 
der; andalſo Juſtice Fleming ſaid there was an order from the 
King and the Counſe), ſo the Country is incenſed thatI am 
ſome great enemy to the King, ſo 1 defrre char I may bave xhis 
order read, that I may know what my offence is thar 1 may 
clear my lelf. BEET | 

judge. I w'll tel{ you what that order 1, we have expreſs order 
from the King to pat all Statutes aud Laws in executicy, not only as 
gainſt your, but all cther people, and againſt Papiſts if they be come 
plained Us ; le | | RL 

M.F. Will chat otder give the Fuſtices,of Peace power to 
fetch mefrom my own hole, to render me the Oath. * 

Judge, Mrs. we are all im l1ye, if they bad ag order be'veve they 
had one, B 2 &; _ 


12) | 

M. F. Ifthey have one th wed ſhew it, and then T can be- 
lieve it. 

Judge. Come, come, enter the T raves ſr, 

M. F. 1 had rather have had more time, that I might have 
informed the King concerning theſe things. 

Judge. You may inform the King in half a years time, [3 now let 
us have your friend called up. 

Then after ſhe was gone down, the Judgecalled her back 
ag2in and ſaid, if you will put in Bail you may go home, and 
have your liberty till the next Aſſizes, but you mult not have 
fuch frequent meetings, 

M. F. I will rather lie where I am, for as..] told you before, 
I muſt keep my Conſcience clear for that I ſuffer, 

The 16th day of the ſame moneth Gs. F. Was brought before 
the Judge the ſecond time, where he was a little oftended at 
his Har, being the laſt morning betore he was to depart away, 
and not many people, 

Judge. The {wudge he read a Paper to him which was, whether he 
would ſubmit ſtand mute, or Traverſe, and ſo have judgment paſt . he 


[pake theſe and many mo e woras ſo very ſofily and mn baſte,tha: G.F, 


Conld not tell what he ſaid, 

G.F. Deſired it might be Traverſed and Tryed. 

Judge. T akz him away, then 1 will have no more with biy, take 
bm away, = 

G.F. Well live in the fear of God and do Juſtice, 

Judge. Why, have 1 not done you Jrftice. 

G,F. Thatwhich thou haſt done hath been againſt the com- 
mand of Chriſt. 

This with much more was ſpoken which could not be 
Ccl eced. | 
And then G. F, was called up. 
The 29th day of the 6th moneth in the year 1664, 

At the Aflizes holden at Lancafer, M., F. Brought to the 
Bar, the Indictment read to the Judge, come will you take the 
Oath. 

M.F. There is a Clauſe in the Indi&ment, that the Church- 
Wardens informed of ſomething which ſecmeth, _ that 

"2 ould 


(13) | | 
ſhould be the ground or firſt occaſion of this Indi&ment, I de-' 


fire to know what that Information was, and what the tran. 
greſlion was by which I come under this Law. | 

Judge. Miftreſs, we are not to deſpute that , you are bere indifted, 
and you are here to anſwey, and to plead to your tndiftment, 

M. F, Iam firſt to ſeek out the ground and the cauſe where- 
fore Iam indicted, you have no law againit me except I be a 
trangreſſour, the law is made for the lawleſs and trangreſſours, 
and except | be a tranſgreſſour ye have no law againſt me, nei- 
ther ought you to have indicted me, for being that the Church- 
Wardens did inform, my queſtion is, what matter of fa&'they 
did inform of, for I was ſent for from my own houſe, from a- 
monglt my Children and Family, when I was about my out- 
ward occaſions, whenl was in no meetins, neither was it a 
meeting day , therefore I deſire to know what this firſt foun- 
dation or matter of Fat was, for there is no law againſt the in- 
nocent and righteous, and itI be a tranſgreſſour let me know 
wherein, 

Judge. You ſay well, the Law i mat for trauſgreſſours, but 
Miſtreſs do you goto Church? 

AM. F. Idogo to Church, Judge, what Church, 27, F. To 
the Church of Chritt, 

Judge. But do you goto Church amongſt other people, ye Row 
what | mean. | 

M.F. What doſt thou call a Church the houſe or the peo- 
ple, the houſe ye all know is Wood and Stone, bur if thou call 
the people a Church, to that I ſhall anſwer , as for the Church 
of England that now 1s, I was gathered unto the Lords truth, un- 
to which I now ſtand a witneſs before this Church was a 
Church, I was ſeparated from the general worſhip of the Na- 

tion, when there was another ſet up then that which is now, 
and was perſecuted by that power that then was, and ſuffered 
much hardſhip, and would you have us now to deny our faith 
and our principles which we have ſuffered for ſo many years; 
and would you now have us to turn from that which we haye 
born witneſs of ſo many years, and turn to your Church cons» 
trary to our Conſcience. : 

Judge, We ſpend time about thoſe thing, , come to the matter tn 
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kind, what l. ay yeto the O xth and to the indiftmert ? ; | 
1. F. 1 fay this to the Oath, as 1 have ſaid in this place be- 
fore now, Chriſt Jefus hath commanded me not ro wear at all, 
and that is the only cauſe and no other , the righteous judge 
of heaven and earth knoweth, before whoſe throne and juſtice 
ye muſt all appear one day, and his eyes fees us all and beholds 
us all ac this preſent, and he hears and ſees all our words and 
ations; and therefore every one ought to be ſerious, for rhe 
pldce of judgment is weighty, and this I do teſtihe unte+you 
here, where the Lords eye beholds us all, that for the matreftor 
ſubſtance of che Oath, and che end for which it was intended , 
Ido own one partand denies the other, that is to ſay, I do 
own truth and faithfulneſs and obedience to the King, and alf 
his juſt and lawful demands and commands 3 I do allo deny all 
plotting, contrivings againſt the King, and all Popiſh Supre- 
macy and Conſpiracy, and I can no more tranſgrelſs ogninkt 
King Charles in theſe things, then can diſobey Chriſt Feſus his 
commands, and by the ſame power and vertueof the ſame 
word, which hath commanded me not to ſwear at all, the fame 
duth bind me in my Conſcience,rthat I can neither plot nor con- 
trive againſt the ing, nor do him nor no man upon the earth 
any wrong , and 1 dv not deny this Oath only becauſe it is 
the Oath ot Allegiance, but 1 deny it becauſe it isan Oath, be. 
cauſe Chriſt Jeſus hach laid ] ſhall not ſwear art all, neither by 
heaven, nor by carth, nor any other Oath, and if I might gain 
the whole world for ſ- caring an Oath I could not, and what 
ever | haye to loſe this day tor not ſwearing of an Oath, Iam 
willing to offer it np, 
Judge, What ſay you to the indiftment, | 
A, F. What ſhould I ſay, 1 am clear and innocent of the 
wronging any man upon the carth as my lircle Child chat 
ſtands by me here, and if any here have any thing to lay tro my 
Charge, ler them come downand teſtifie it here before ye all ; 
anditLIbe clear and innocent you have no law againſt me : 
Then Colonel K:-by and he Sheriff whiſpered to the-Judge,and 
I looked up and ſpoke to Colonel Kirby, and ſaid letns have no 
whiſpering, | will not have ſo many Judges one of one ſide, 
and another of another, here is one Judge that is to be judge, 
| an 


$) 
and the judge ſaid no no I will nor hear them; and then | ealf- 
ed to Colonel K:rby, and ſaid it chou have any thing to lay to 
my charge, or to ſpeak againſt me come come down here and 
reſtifie againſt me, and | faid the judge repreſents the Kings 
perſon and his power, and lown that. | 

Judge. Jury take notice ſhe doth not take the Oath, | 

M. F. This matter is weighty to me, whatſoever it is to you 
upon many accounts, and 1 would havethe Jury to take no- 
rice of, and to conſider ſeriouſly what they are going to do , 
forÞſtand here before you upon the account of the loſs of my 
Liberty and my Eſtate, 

Secondly, 1 itand here in obeying Chriſts commands, and ſo 
keeping my Conſcience clear, which if I obey. this law and King 
Charles commands 1 defile my Conlcience and tranfgrefſerh a- 
gainſt Chriſt Jeſus, who is the king of my Conſcience, and the 
cauſe and controverſie in this matter, that you all are here to 
judge of this day, is berwixt Chriſt Jeſus and King Chile: , 
and Iam his ſervant and witneſs this day, and this is his cauſe, 
and: whatſoever I ſuffer it is for him, and ſo lec lim plead my 
cauſe whea he pleaferh. 

And the Judge ſaid to the Jury are ye all agreed have ye 
found it, and they faid for the King, 

M,F. Then ſpoke to the Judge, and faid,1 have counſel to 
plead to my indictment, and-he ſaid be would clear them after- 
ward in arrel(t of judgment , ſo the Court broke up thattime, 
andafcer Dinner when they came again, they intended to have 
called us at the firſt, and they had called G, F. out and was call- 
ing of me, and1I ſtepped upto the Bar and defired the Judge 
that he would give us time till the next morning to bring 1n 
our Reaſt of Judgment, and the Judge ſaid at the firſt we 
ſhould and I was {tepping down to go my way, and rhe Judge 
called me back again, and faid Miltrefs Fe// you wrote to me 
concerning your Priſons that they are bad andrains in, and are 
not fit for peopfetoliein, and I anſwered, the Sheriff doth 
know and hath bcen rold of it ſeveral times , and now it is 
raining if you will ſend to ſee at this preſent, you may lee whe- 
ther they be fit for people to liein or no, and Colonel Kirby 
ſtood up and ſpoke to the Judge to excuſe the Sheriff, and the 

| - bad- 
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And then the Judge ſpoke to him and ſaid they ſhould not do 
ſo, they ſhould ler them have Priſons fit for men, with ſeveral 
more ſuch like words, and then at that time we were retur- 
red to our Chambers again, the next day we were called about 
the 10th hour, and ftood up to the Bar, and ſaid I had Coun- 
ſel there and named them that the Judge might aſlign them 
to ſpeak, and 1 ſaid I had two or three words to ſpeak betore 
them, and I ſaid I did ſee a'l ſorts of Priſoners that did appear 
before the Judge received mercy, what the Law would afford 
them ;, but we delired only to receive Juſtice and Law,and the 
Judge (a#i what are we hear for elſe, ſo I ſtepped down and 
the Lawyers ſpoke and ſhewed the Judge ſeverall errours, and 
defe&s, and places of contradiction, and confuſion in the in- 
ditment; at which the Judgz ſeemed to give ear to ſome of 
them, others he ſeemed ro wave, but he made a pauſeand a 
op, and ſeemed diſſatisfied, and then called G. F, and fo then 
when be came to plead, and bringing that by which his in- 
ditment was quite quenched ,and then they put the Oath ro 
G. F. Again the Judge ſpoke to the Lawyers, and ſaid he would 
c>nſider of thoſe particulars they had ſpoken to, and he would 
lpeak to his Brocher 7 wi/dez before he paſſed pe, om upon 
me , bur ifl do paſs Judgment = may babe a Writ of Er- 
rour and the Lawyers anſwered him again, will you paſs a 
erroneous Judgment my Lord, ſo atter they had called the 
Grand Jury,and tendered G, F, the - Oath again, they returs 
ned usto our Chambers, and when they bad drawn another 


. indih- 
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indi&ment of G, F, and found ir, they called us again in the af- 
ternoon, and G.F, pleaded to his inditment and entred his 
Traverſe, when he had done the Jndge ſpoke to me and ſaid 
if ſuch a word had been in, which was nor in mine, but it was in 
G. Fs.tand yet it was neither of thoſe words, by which his in- 
di&tment was quaſhed;) bur ifthar had been in mine he ſaid he 
would not have paſſed ſentence, bur being that it was not there 
he paſſed ſentence of Premunire, then I ſtood up and told him 
thathe had ſaid to m Counſel , that I might have a Writ of 
Err@ur to reverſe it c ſaid I ſhould have what the Law would 
aff MMicae, ſo 1 ſaid the Lord forgive thee for what thou haſt 
done, and this Law was made tor Popiſh Recuſants , but ye 
paſs ſentence but on few ofrhem. _ 


I av caret Fell, 
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T he laſt Aſſes holden at Lancaſter the 29th of the 6th 
Moneth 1664, 


| Wh Fox being called before the Judge, was put amongſt 


them above two hours, the people, and the Juſtices, and 
Judge gazing upon me, and there they tryed many things be- 
fore the Judge, and they called me to the Bar, and then the 
Judge cauſed me to be brought, and he then cauſed the Jury 
ro be called, and then he askt the Juſtices whether they had 
tendered me the Oath at the Seſſions, and they ſaid they had, 
and the Judge cauſed the book to be given to the Juſtices for 
them to ſwear, they tendered me the Oath according to the 
indi&ment, and ſome of them would have refuſed, and the 
Judge ſaid he would doit to take away occaſion, that there 
might be no occaſion, and when the Juſtices and Jury was 
ſworn, the Judge askt me whether I had not refuſed to take 
che Oath the laſt Aſſize, and I ſaid I never took an Oath in. my 
life, and Chriſt the Saviour and Judge of the world ſaith ſwear 
not atall, and the Judge askt me whether or no I had not re- 
fuſed to take the Oath the laſt Afſizes, andI anſwered, the 
words that | ſaid to them was, That if they could prove either 
; 2rieft 


the Fellons and Murtherers, and chere ſtood amongſt | 
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Prieſt, or Teacher, or Juſtices, that after Chriſt and the Apo: 
ſles had forbidden ſwearing, that afterwards they commanded 
that men ſhould ſwear, I would ſwear. 

The Judge ſaid he was not at that time to diſpute whether 
it was lawful to lwear, but to enquire whether or no 1 did refuſe 
to take the Oath, | 

Georg. Thole things as concernining plotting and tlie Popes 
forreign powers, &c; Contained in that Oath 1 utteriy 
deny. &* 

The Judge. Said, ! ſaid well in that, of "-” 

George, lſaidto them again as before, that if they could 
prove that after Chriſt and the Apoſtle forbad ſwearing, thar 
again they commanded to ſwear, I would ſwear, but Chriſt and 
the Apoſtle commanded not to {wear, therefore I ſhould ſhew 
forth Chriſtianity, for Iam a Chriſtian, 

The Judge askt me again, whether I had denyed the Oath, 
whar did I fay? 

George, What would thou haye me to ſay, I have told thee 
before what I have ſaid. 


The Judge askt me if I would have thoſe men to ſwear that 


. Thadtaken the Oath. | | 
Geo, Would thou have thoſe men to ſwear that I have refuſed 


ro take the Oath, at which the Court burſt out into laughter; 
I asked them if this Court was a Play-houſe, where is Gravit 
and Sobriety, for that did not become them, and fo the indid. 
ment being read, I told the Judge | had ſomething to ſpeak to 
#:& I askt him whether all the Oath was not to be put into the 
indi&ment, and he ſaid yes, why then ſaid I here is (pretend- 
ed to be derived and his Heirs and Succeſſours) left out, and 
Taskt him whether the Oath was to be put to the Kings Sub- 
je&s and he daid yes, | 

' Tanſwered, why am not I put inas a SubjeR, but the word 
(SubjeR) left out of the indictment which is in the Oath,and fo 
makes it not the ſameOath, Jury take notice of it, but the Judge 
ſaid I muſt ſpeak to the Jury, at which words the Judge read 
the Oath, and found it was as I had ſaid, ſo he ſtood up and ſaid 
he could put the Oath to me, or any man in the Court, and fo 
they began to be diſturbed in themſelves alſo the Juſtices; 


And 
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And there began to bea murmuring againſt the Clerks, and 
the Judge he got up and began to cover-the errour, ſo laskt 
whether the laſt eleventh day of Famnary the Sellions was kept 
at Lancaſter, which they call Munday, and whether or no the 
Seſtions was not on that they call Tueſday the twelfth of Fa- 
»wary, all people take your Almanacks, and ſee whether any 
Oath was tendred, G, F, the 11th of January, whether the Sefl- 
ſions was not upon the 12th and the Clerks and people lookt 
thei®Almanacks, and ſaw it was the 12th and the Judge askt 
whether the 11th was not the firſt ofthe Seflions, and they an- 
ſwered there was but one day, andit was the 12th and the 
Judse faid then it was a great miſtake; and then all the Jy- 
ſtices was ſtrack, and ſome of them could have found in their 
hearts to have gone off, and ſaid they had done it on purpoſe, 
and ſaid what Clerk did ir, and a great ſtir was amongſt them, 
and then I ſpoke to the Jury how that they could not w_g me 
in guilty according to that inditment, and the Judge ſaid ] 
muſt not ſpeak to the Jury, but he would ſpeak to them, and 
faid they might bring me in guilty I denying the Oath , chen I 
faid what ſhould you do with a form then, and do not go ac- 
cording to it, then you may throw the form away, and thenT 
told the Jury thar it lay upon their Conſciences as they would 
anſwer the Lord God before his Judgment-ſeat, before whom 
all muſt be brought, and ſo the Judge ſpoke to me, and ſaid he 
would hear me afterwards any reaſons that I could alledge 
wherefore he ſhould not give Judgment againſt me, and ſo - 
ſpoke to the Jury, and I bid him do me Juſtice and do Juſtice, 
and ſo the Jury brought in for the King guilty, 

And I told them then that the Juſtices had forſworn them- 
ſelves and the Jury both, and ſo they had ſmall cauſe to laugh 
as they did a little before, and to ſay I was mad, and before 1 
had brought forth my reaſons I ſtood a little while, and the 
Judge ſaid he cannot diſpute, but then the people ſaid he is too 
cunning for them all, after I had brought forth my reaſons, 
how contrary to their own inditment they had done and 
ſworn, and brought mein guilty ; Oh the envy, and rage, and 
malice, that was among them againſt me and lightneſs, bur the 


Lord confounded it all, that abundance of it was ſlain, and ſo 1 
| C2 told 
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told them I was no Lawyer,and the Judge ſaid he would hear 
me what [ could alledge betore he did give Judgment, and fo1 
cryedall people might ſee how they had forſworn themlelyes, 
and gone contrary to their own indictment,and fo their enyy 
and malice was wonderfully ſtopr, and ſo preſently M, Fel 
was called, who had a great deal of good ſervice amongſt them, 
and ſo the Court broke up near the ſecond hour, many more 
words was ſpoken concerning the truth, h | 

And ſointhe afcernoon we were brought up to haveſen- 
tence paſſed upon us, and ſo M. Fell deſired that Judgment and 
ſentence might be deferred till rhe next morning and we defi- 
red nothing but law and Juſtice at his hands, tor thieves had 
mercy, and | deſired the Judge to ſend ſome to ſee my priſon 
being ſo bad, they would put no creature they had in it, it was 
ſo windy and rainy, and ]told hit that Colonel Kirby who was 
then on the Bench ſaid 1 ſhould be lockt up, and no fleſh alive. 
ſhould comeat me, and-moſt of the Gentry of the Country be- 
ms gathered rogerher, expecting to hear the ſentence, but they 
were croſt that time, ſo I was had away to my priſon,and ſome 
Taſtices with Colonel Kirby went up to fee it, and when the 
came up in i they durſt ſcarcely go in it, it was ſo bad, rainy, 
and windy, and the badneſs of the floor, and others that came 
up ſaid it was a Jakes houſe, I being removed our of the priſon. 
which | was in formerly. and fo Col. X':rby ſaid | ſhould be re- 
moved from that place ere long,thatI ſhould be ſent unto ſome 
fecurer place, for he ſpake to the Judge in the Court, ſaying, 
be knew that the Juſtices would joyn with him, bue the Judge 
ſaid after1 have paſt ſentence will leave him to the Jaylor,and 
how 1 was not a fit man to be converit with, none ſhould con- 
verſe with me, a"d all the noiſe among(t the people was that 
ſhould be Tranſported and ſo the next day rowards the 1 1th 
hour we was calied forth again to hear the fentence and judpe- 
ment, bur M, Fel! was called firtt before me to rhc Rar, and 
there was ſome Counle!lours pleaded, and tound many errours. 
11 her indictment, and lo ſhe was taken Þy, atter che Judge had. 
acknowledged them, ang then rhe Judge askt what they could 
fav to nune, and i was willing to let no man plead ior me, but 


ed 
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ed for her, yet ſhe ſpoke as much her ſelf as ſhe would, and 
though they had the moſt envy againſt me, yet the moſt groſs 
errours was found in mine, and beforeI came to the Bar I was 
| moved to pray, that the .Lord would confound their w icked- 
neſs, and envy, and ſet his ruth over all, and exalt his ſeed , 
the thundering voice - anſwered I have glorified thee, and will 
lorifie thee again, and I was ſo filled full of glory, that my 
be and ears was filled full of i* , and that when the Trumpets 
ſounded & the ; udges came up again, they all appeared as dead 
men under me, and fo when I was to anſwer to the errours of 
the indi&ment, ſecing that all che Oath as he ſaid himſelf was 
co be in, I rold him there was many words of the Oath left our, 
which was (pretended to be derived, and his Heirs and Succeſ- 
ſours) and 1 bid them look the Oath and look "the indictment, 
and they might ſee it, aud they did, and found.it according ro 
my words ; and I askr them wt ah the laſt Aſſizes holden ar 
Lancaſter was in the 15th year of the King, which was the 10th 
day of March, and they ſaid nay it was the 16th year, then 
ſaid I look your indi&ment, and fee whether or no it is not the- 
15th year, and then they were all ofa fret both Judge and Ju- 
ſtices, for it was the 15th in the indi&tment z then the Judge bid 
them look whether M. Fell: was ſo or no, and it was not fo :- 
I told them I had ſomething elſe ro ſpeak concerning the- in- 
di&tment, bur they ſaid nay, I had ſpoken enough, ſo the in- 
dictment was thrown our, ſol told them that they had 1ſtyall 
cauſe to laugh as they had done a little before, for they might 
ſee how.the Juſtices and the Jury was ſorſworn men, and jA I 
bid.him do me juſtice, and he ſaid | ſhould have law, and the 
Judge ſaid 1 was clear from all the former,and he ſtarred up in a 
rage and ſaid, but he would proffer the Oath to me again, I ro!d 
bim they had example enough for ſwearers and falſe ſwearers, 
both Juſtices and Jury yeſterday before their faces,for | ſaw be. 
fore mine eyes both Juſtices -and Jury had forſworn them- 
ſelves, who heard che inditment, and ſo he askt me whether I 
would take the Qath, I bid him co me juſtice for my falſe im- 
priſonmeat all this while ; for what had | been priſoner all this- 
while for, for I ought to be at liberty, then he ſaid I was at 1- 
bercy, bucl will putthe. Oath co you again; Thenl turned 
me 
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(22) | 
me about, and eryed all people rake notice this is a ſnare, and 
all was mighty quiet, and all people was (truck and aftoniſhe, 
and hecauſed the Grand=-Jury ro be called, for he had called 
them before when 1 was there, when he ſaw they would be 
overthrown, and the Jury would fain have been diſmiſt, but 
he told them he could not diſmiſs them, for he had buſineſs for 
them, and they might be ready when he called them, and [ felt 
his intent, that if 1was freed he would come on again, ſo [ 
lookt him in the face, and he was judged in himſelf, for he ſaw 
that I ſaw him, ſo he cauſed the Oath to be read to me again, 
and cauſed the Jury to be called, and then when the Oath was 
read he askt me whether 1 wonld take the Oath or no, and the 
Jury ſtanding by, I told him | never took Oath in my life, 
and he bid them give me the book, and I bid them give ic me in 
my hand and I opened it, and he bid me ſwear, and I told him 
the book bid ſwear not atall, again he bid me ſwear, and1 
told him the book ſaid 1 ſhould not ſwear, and held it open to 
em, and ſaid by the book I would prove that men ſhould nor 

wear. 

And if they would prove after Chriſt and the Apoſtle had 
forbidden ſwearing, that afterwards they commanded to ſwear 
then 1 would ſwear,for 1 wasa man of atender Conſcience, and 
ifthey had any ſenſe of a tenderConſcience they would conſider 
this, and the Judge askt me whether I would take the Oath, 
and bid them give me the book again, I told them ye give me 
the book to ſwear, and the book ſaith I ſhould not ſwear at 
all, and ſo you may priſon the book, the Judge ſaid he- 
would impriſon George Fox, I anſwered nay, you may priſon the 
book, which ſaith: ſwear not at all, md - Sheriff and the 
Judge ſaid the Angel ſwore in the Revelations, 1 anſwered, 1 
bring forth my firit begotten Son into the world ſaith God, let 
all the Angels in heaven worſhip him, who ſaich ſwear not ar 
all, and the Judge ſaid often he would not diſpute, and ſo then 
I ſpoke muchto the Jury how that it wasfor Chriſts ſake, that 
which I did , and theretore none of them to a& contrary to 
that of God in their Conſciences, for before his Judgment-ſear 
they muſt all be brought, and for all thoſe things contained in 
the Oath, as plots and. perſecutng about Religion, and the 
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Popes power, &c. I denyed them in my heart, and I ama Chri- 
ſtian, and ſhall ſhew forth Chriſtianity this day, and ir is for 
Chriſts ſake that Iſtand for it is Lorsſh ſhabim be Col dabor, and 
they all-gazed, and there was a great calm, and they took me 
away, but there was many more words both tothe Jury and 
rothem, '» 

Then in the afternoon we was called again, where I ſtood a- 
mong the thieves a pretty while with my Hat on, art the laſt the 
Goaler took it off, and when I was called tothe Bar the Jury 
brought in guilty for the King, and the Judge aske me what [ 
could ſay for my ſelf, I bid them read the inditment, I would 
not anſzer to that 1 did not hear, and as they read, the Judge 
bid them take heed ® was not falſe again, and they read it ſo 
amazedly, that when they ſpoke to me | did ſcarcely under- 
ſtand what they ſaid, and the Judge askt me what 1 would 
plead, I told them I deſired to have a Copy of that indi&ment, 
and to have ſome time to anſwer to it, for the laſt I had but 
lately, and never heard irread bur once, and then in the Courr, 
and {6 the Judge askr me what time I would have, and I ſaid 
till the next Aſhizes, and theJudge ſaid 1 ſhould, then he askt 
again what I would plead, I cold him [ was not: guilty at ail of 
denying Swearing, Swearing obitinately and wilfully, and 
thole things contained in the Oath as Jeſuitical plots, and for- 
reign powers; &c;, I utterly denyed chem,and he ſaid 1 ſaid well 
in that, and the Judge ſaid the King: was ſworn, the Parlia-. 
ment was ſworn, and the: Juſtices and he was ſworn, and the 
'Jaw was upheld by Oaths, Itold them they had fufficient ex- 
perience of mens —_— had not the Juſtices and Jury for-- 
{worn themſelves, and had they not read the book of Martyrs, 
how many of the Martyrs ſuffered becauſe they could nor 
ſwear, both ih the ten perſecutions, and in Boxrersdays,and the 
Judge ſaid I would the Laws were otherwiſe, then ſaid our 
yea is yea, and our nay nay all along ; and if we tranſgreſs our 
yea and nay let us ſuffer as they do that do break an Oath, and 
ſo to deny ſwearing is not a new thing in obedience to Chriſts 
command, and1 ſaid this we had ſent to the King who faid ic 
was reafonable, and ſo after ſeveral more words I was had as 


way to my Chamber being (as I was before) to anſwer togthe 
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:ndi&ment, and ſo the truth and power of the Lord God was 
glorious over all, and many ſpirits was croſt grievouſly in 
their envy and malice. 
| There was' many things ſpoken both to Judge, Jury, and 
People, which were too large to mention. 

And fo the Judge told Margaret Fell her Sentgace, andlI lie 
upon a new inditment, 4 
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Something in Anſwer to BiſhopLancelot Andrews Sermon concere 

ning Swearing, being ove of his Sermous upon the Third Command- 

"ment, the place that he trea's upon is wm Jer. the $th the words are 

theſe; And thov ſhale ſwear the Lord liveth in Truth, 
in Judgment, and Righteouſneſs. . 


" A Nd further, to prove the lawfulnels of ſwearing, he brings 
A Deat,6.13, !ſa.45.23.—=P[al.63. and laſt ver. and how 
Abraham (ware, Gen. 21,24. and ak itee, Graak 31. and 
Jacob ſwareg 31. 33+ and Abrahams ſervant ſware, Ge»,21*24, 
and Gen,24.3. & Numb 30.3. Which ſaith he, an Oath isto the 
lifting up ofa burthen as to the entring of a Bond, | 

Firlt, He ſaith an Oath is to be uſed in ſolemn matters, an 
he brings theſe Scriptures following out of the Old Teſtament 
to prove it, Pſal. 144.8. Numb,30.3. Pſal.119.106,Pſal.15,15. 
'Chron.2.36,9, Ezek,17.12, P[a/.110.4. Pſal.89.35. Kings 1.32, 
16. Lev.5,1. 1 Chron, 15.15, Ger,24.3 &@ 47.29, . 

Secondly, For the nature ofan OatA he quotes 119, Pſal. 
9 ver.F Numb,10.and laſt ver, 

Thirdly, He ſpeaks of the manner of an Oath, and produ» 
ceth for Confirmation theſe Scriptures following, Dex:, 12. 8. 
Neum".5.18 Da».12.7. Rev.1o.s. Kings 1.8,3 I. Exod,22,8.-- - 
Neh.5.12. Numi,5.19 Prov.2g. 24. fudg.17.2. Lev.F5.1. Sam. 
1.3,27. Kings 1,22,16, Ger,25,33, Kings 1.1.43,Jer.18.8, 

Firit, As. forall the above mentioned Scriptures which he 
hath quoted in the time of the Law, and before the Law,and the 
Angels ſwearing in the Keve'etions, do not prove that. Chriſtians 
may ſwear , and we do grant ye the time before the Law men 


did 
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&id ſwear; and alſo the Angel fwore, But Chrit # come the firſt 
begotten whom God hath brought forth nto the world, and ſaith, Lee 
all the Anotels worſhip him 1 And thu 15m) beloved Son hear Je hins 
ſaith God ; AndChriſt ſaith how that in the old time men was 
to perform their Oaths to the Lord, theſe were their true oaths 
which they were to perform and they were notto ſwear falſly, 
but to perform their:Oachro the Lord, ſo here Chriſt in his 
DoRtrine lets them ſee the falſe oaths and the true oaths in the 
old time, and that was the true oath to ſwear by the Lord, and 
to ſwear the Lord {iveth : And every tongue ſhou'd ſwear, ind 
Abrahaw,and Iſaack, and Jacob, and Joſeph, and the Prophets 
ſware, but Chriſt is the end of the Prophets, and doth fulfil the 
Law,& reigns over the houſe of Facob,& Foſeph,& before Abra- 
bam was,1 am ſaith Chriſt, And ſo though they ſware before the 
law and under the law, and the Angel in the tevelation} ſware, 
&the Angel that ſware ſware by the Lord as the oath was in the 
rime of the Law , and before the law, and this was the oath that 


Chriſt minds them on in his Do@rine here,thart they were to- 


rform to the Lord, yet now mark his Doctrine, which he 
imſelf lays down and commands, Bt [ ſay unto you ngw ſwear 
nat at all, &c, Matthew 5.24., In the Hebrew language 
it is "VI +993 1WW2uN RY But Jet your Communi- 
ration be yea, yea, nay, nay , whatſoever 1s more then theſe cometh 
of evi/;, in the, Hebrew its Þ'N a [52 [PRINT-T1T 
NM NIRDEINV! WH PD) And further prof, fee 
how Jams lived in the ſame DoErine and practice, and held it 
forth to the 12 tribes which was the Jews,who had the oath of 
God, and was to ſwear in the time of the law, ſee bis general 
Epiſtle in the 5th Chap. and alſo ſpeaking in the ſecond Cha 
ter of ſuch a#drove them before the Judgment-ſear, but'in the 
5th Chapter this is his cagamand above all chings, My brethren 
{wear not at all, neither by BEaven nor by the earth, 1n the Greek its 
TIed myo 5 ade pol wi, pw -ourvile wwre F feavoy, mire F Wan, 
This you may call creatures or made things : But mark Fames 
oes further, and ſaith wi 42%oy m4 opxer--nor by any other 
oath, but let your'yea, be yea, and your 747, be nay, [cit you 
fall imo Condemnation, 1Tw /) VR) T6 vat vert; T6 5,8 Lye uh Nd aelmy 
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Mark the danger now, and whether we have not ground e- 
nough in the fear of the Lord God to obey Chriſts commands 
and the Apoltles DoErines, Leſt we fall into condemnation an; e vil, 
we have ſet ſome words down in the Greek tongue, that thoſe 
it moſt concerns may ſee the original, bur the Spiricas ours, 
and the commands of Chriſt, and the Apoſtles do@rine to be 
obeyed in what rongue ſoevcer ic be written in, but we would 
Query the thing with any, whether the Apoſtle James who 
wrote to /ews and not to Gentiles,did not write in the Hebrew 
tongue and not in Greek, and if fo, then his words to _ 
in this particular are Wawn-"R MN 1127-92-59) 
EDIT 717 MNRNPRANN YNIRA NY) 2 DI RY 
tBwbd 19DN (Þ PRIN) (2 [5 tlie Pricks, Points, and 
Accents, and. the plain and naked interpretation of the He- 
brew word we have left for them it moſt concerns to 
adde.. + 

Secondly, As forall the Scriptures he brings againſt raſh 
ſwearing, and falſe ſwearing, 1: would rejoyce our hearts to 
bave the Prieſts do that, and the Magittrates puniſh it for a cous. 
ple of Railing Prieſts come the ocher day and {ware before our 
taces light r and vainly, and jultityed it when they had done; 
ic would become Magittrates and them better -if chey did; not 
\ufferan oath to be heard in the Towns, or Markets, or Ale- 
bouſe+, or Streets, you that have power, not to ſuffer thoſe 
things , for you would have work. enough to reſtrain ſuch 
things, and ſuch perſons, and not tv fall upon the innocent 
which in obedience to Chriſts commands and the Apoſtles do- 
&rine cannot ſwear for Conſcience fake : For impriſoning 
ſuch emboldens peopic to ſwear, and would it not be better 
for people, and would ye not ſhew forth more Chriſtianity tg 
keep to yea and to nay in all their Cgmmunications according 
to Chrilts commands and the ApoltlEs doctrine, 

Thirdly, There was Bond inthe old time by oath, but Chriſt 
he looſes f:em the Bonds and brings to peace and liberty, and 
makes free, and ſaith, ſw:a- xt at all; And ſo though we be in 
outward Bonds, it is tor Chriſt Jeſus ſake, and the word of 
God 1s not bound, 

tourthly, And though 279jes ſrrarc in the time of the law, 


and . 


and 4brahams ſervants ſware, yet Chriſt the Son ſaith, wear 
wot at all and we are to hear him in all things the great Prophet. 
Fifthly, And as for the ceremonies of the oaths, Chriſt is the 
ſubſtance of all ceremonies, that ſaith, [wear nr «ar al, 
Sixthly , And though David ſware, he that Dawid called 
Lord ſaith, ſwear not at all, and he is upon his Throne, 
Seventhly, And where .he faith, thou ſha!l year by the 
Lord, and ſwear the Lord: liveth , they were not to ſwear 
by them that were no Gods, nor creatures, nor by the earth, 
nor by heaven, or by the hand, or by 7errſalem, now what are 
the oaths that all Chriſtendom {wears, both Papiſts and Prote- 
ſtants? whether it be the oath that was amonglt the Jews, and 
whether or no they praiſe the oath that they do no}, arid 
whether or no is that ceremony now uſed, it not, whey did 
God alter it , where about in Scripture, and in what place of 
Scripture is it that he ſers this way and ceremony of ſwearing in 
Chriſtendom, both amongſt Papiſts and Proteſtants,which is to 
ſwear by the book, and by the Evangeliſts? is this beyond the 
Jews ſwearing, by the City, or by Head, or by the Temple 
which Chriſt torbid, and not only thoſe oaths, but the oath of 
God, which the Jews was to ſwear by, Anſwer theſe things. 
Eightly, And as for Zedek/ahs oath ro Nebachadez.ar , and 
Joſephs oath to Pharavh, this was in the time that oaths, were ro 
be Performed amongſt the Jews and Patriarchs,and whar is this 
to Chrilts docrine which forbids oaths, which oaths wis before 
Chriſt came, 
gthly, And as for the oath of Supremacy & the other, it is to ac- 
knowledge the King ofE»g- and Allegiance to bim, which things 
hath been manifeſt and praRiſed by us, but nor by' ſuch as 
ſware Allegiance to the Kings father, and ſwore the one way 
and the other way, and haſt not thon and many of you taken 
the oath againſt him, and fuch as have {worn one while« for 
kim, and another while againſt him, how are they in Allegiance 
to him that (wears one way and another way?and cannot there 
be in truth and faithſulnets Allegiance to the King withonr 
(wearing? for now how ſhould we ſtand in Allegiancerto _— 
if we did not obey his commands the King of Kings J?D 
125570 for he commands us __ to ſwear, but keep to yea 
2 A | 
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and nay, and one of his RE. Embaſſadours to Nations that 
went with his Meſſage to the twelve tribes ſaith , above all 
things my Brethren ſwear not at all, leſt you fall into condemwr.4 icn, 

Tenthly, There were two ſtates of oaths, the one was that 
people was to perform to the Lord and ſwear, and the. other 
was that God ſware by himſelf concerningliis Son Chriſt Jeſus, 
which when he came who fulfilled Gods oath, he ended the 0- 
ther oath, and ſaith, ſwear »ot ar all, and calls the firſt oath the 
old time 3 he fulfilled. the truth; and let them ſee how in the 
time of the law falſe oaths were forbidden in the old time, and 
heatheniſh oaths were forbidden in the time of the law, for 
they were not to ſwear by Bal, but they were to perform their 
bathins the Lord, which Chriſt ſaith unto them, ſwear not at al. 
and ſo he ended that oath , ſo there is no oaths before the fall, 
and*there is no oaths in the reſtauration again by Chriſt Jeſus 
bur yea and nay, according to. his do&rine, but amongſt Meſes 
and the Prophets, and in the old time hefore Moſes and the 
Prophets men did ſwear, as Abraham and /ſaach,&c. But he the 
great Prophet 1s come that is to be heard inall chings, and he 
the oath of God Chriſt Jeſus ſtands and remains. 

Eleventhly, Tae Apollles ſpeaking to the Hebrews, ſwear- 
ing by a greater which was an end of controverſie and ſtrife a- 
mongſt them, he brought this as a ſimilitude, not that the He- 
brews ſhould ſwear, for if he had, he had contradicted James 
which wrote to the twelve tribes his docrine to them, which 
were Hebrews, but he brought it as a ſimilitude, that the oath 
which men ſwear by the greater ended ſtrife; but God 


-not me reater then himſelf, he ſware concerning his Son 


which is Chriſt, who ends the ſtrife, who deſtroys the Devil 
and his works, the Author of ſtrife , for the oath in the time of 
the law ended the ſtrife, but we ſee oaths now adays begins it, 
and why,the matter is becauſe in Chriſt Jeſus men do nat liye, 
who is the peace and Gods oath, - 8 
Twelfthly, Where as the Biſhop ſaith, that they hold in Di- 
vanity that to ſwear of and by it ſelf conſidered, is an a for- 
bidden no leſs then to kill &c, 
Anſ, ln the time ofthe law they killed and ſwore, but Chriſt 
Gith, ſwear net at 41, and alſo. he faith, [ove enemies ;, and dev 
v0 


ww" 29] 
' do theſe agree to kill and to love exrmier,and love one another © 
Ard if one (trike thee on the one cheek turn the other to him, | 
And this paralleling the Magiſtrates executing juſtice upon 
MalefaRors , As he that ſheddeth mans blood, by man ſhall his blaod 
be ſhed again : Is not a paralleling with Chriſts do&rine, who 
faith, ſwear nt at al,for that may be done by witneſſes withour 
oath,as thou maiſt read the Scriptures in the old. rime, 
when oaths were denyed in the primitive time among the pri- 
- mitive Chriſtians, who were in Chriſts dorine, thou maiſt 
read how they did®# things by witneſſes, as che Apoſtle 
ſpeaks in the mouth of two or three witneſles,&c, Which place 
he.initances. of what was done in the time of the law, which 
was a ſtatute of judgment among the Jews, Whoſovever killerh 
any perſo», the murtberer ſhall be put to death by the mouth of wit= 
weſſes,c7c,But no oaths are mentioned here, Nu, 35.30. with 
Heb. 10, 28 read that throughout, and alſo Det. 19. 15. & 
1-King.21.10. &c And many more Scriptures might be alledg- 
ed which you that have read Scriptures are not ignorant of, . 
Now for the ;pzatice amongſt the Saints, ſee Har. 18, 16, 
Chriſt who bids them keep to yea and nay, in that place lays 
down a practiſe to be uſed amongſt them jn matter of fault and 
tranſgreſſion how it ſhould. be ended of [ona or three witneſſes, 
read the words that in the mouth of.two of three witneſſes 
every word ſhall be eſtabliſhed, and what. doſt thou think 
that be would order them to fwear, who had once forbidden 
it2and read the 8,Chap. of Foh» and 17,ver. And we do not find 
that the witneſſes againſtChriſt that he ſhould ſpeak blaſphemy, 
Mat,26.65, That they did ſwear, and alſo you may ſee _.in Atts 
6.11,12,13. How they that” were hired againſt Stephen, no 
mention is made of their ſwearing, moreover you may fee in 
2 Cor.13.1.The Speech of the Apoſtle amongſt the. Saints, how 
he tells them of of his coming unto them in the mouth of two 
or three witneſſes , he doth nottell that.he is coming to them 
with oaths in their mouths, Mark, the Apoſtle was- an Elder 
and had care of the Churches.-—And again the Apoſtle that 
writes to Tim.a Biſhop, af! Overſeer of the Churches, faith be, 
againſt an Elder receive not an accuſation, but before two or 


three witneſſes, -Now he doth not ſay before two or three _ 
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'rnat ſwears, for if he Fal he would have contradited Chriſty 
doRaine and Jame-', 1 Tim, 5, 19. & 2 1 m.2, Saith the Apoſtle 
to Tim, the Biſhop, The things tha: thru Laſt heard of me among t 
many witneſſes, the [amt commit to fa 'bful men who ſhall be able ro 
teach others alſo. Now he received this by witneſſes, not by 
oath,and he was to commit it and not by oaths, and were not 
theſe the things that the whole Church came to be ordered 
by? And this was amongſt the Chriſtians i: the primitive 
times when oaths were ended, and many more things mighr 
be alledged which were two tedious for ybu to read. 

Thirteentbly, And whereas he brings that objeRion of the 
Anabapriſts, which is thar it ſtanderh nor with Chriſtian profe(- 
ſion, but was tollerated as an imperfe& thing under the law. 

Anſ. Which objeRion of theirs we do not own,as we do not 
own the Biſhop for ſwearing , for it was the way of the Lord, 
and the way ot the Lord was perfe&, and the Commandment 
for ſwearing was good in it ſelf, untill the time of Chriſt who is 
perfe& that ends the law, and people muſt Jive in him Chriſt 
Jeſus and walk in him that ſaith, ſwear wt at al/, that ends the 
oath, and is the oath of God , doſt thou not read of a people in 
the Galatians and Romans that was turned back into the law, 
from thelaw of the Spirir, and the Apoſtic told them herhac 
broke one point was guilty of all, and he brought them to the 
law of love which fulfilled the law. 

Fourteenthly, And as for all the Scriptures the Biſhop 
rings to prove that the Chriſtians ſware in the primitive time 
they are nothing to the purpoſe, though the Biſhop 
ſay that Chriſt admics of ſome freiring , which both his 
own words and the Apoſtles contradicts , Chriſts 
words are,ſwear x0t at a!, And the Apoſtles are above all thin S, 
&c.--And ſo he goeson and lets them ſee what was in = 
law, committing Adultery was forbid under the law, but in the 
time of Chriſt looking upon a Woman and luſting after her was 
committing Adultery.---And he ſets forth in the juſtice of- the 
law an eye tor an eye, and a tooth for a tooth, and ſhews how 
rhar in the time of the law thou ſhalt not kill, and whoſoever 
ſhall Kill ſhall be in danger of judgment, but I ſay unto you, 


that whoſoever ſhall be angry with his Brother without cauſe 
ſhall. 


(31) 
ſhall be in danger of judgment , and fo he tells both ſwearing 
and killing to be inthe old time, and faidexcept the Righte- 
ouſnelſs exceed the Righteouſneſs of the Scribes and Phariſees 
/ you ſhall in no wile enter into the kingdom of heaven. 

Fittcenthly, And as to that of the Apoſtle ſpeaking in the 
r 1 beſ, 2, God was his witneſs thar he did not make Covetouſ- 
neſs bis Cloak. 

Anſw. It were well if the Prieſts could ſay ſo now, bur this 
doth not prove that he ſwore, and there are many men that 
takes man to be his witneſs, and that is not an oath, ſurely 
is it ? *Thou underitands that ? And if his were an oath, why 
do youcalſt friends into priſon ? 


Sixteenthly, And chat oi che Galatians Chapter I; 2, There 


is nothing in rhac place like unto an Oath-which he brings. 
- Seventeenthly, And as for the 2 67,4.23. Verſe, there are 
not ſo many Verſes in that Chapter,--And as for the Epbeſiaus 


eh " and 15th which he brings for Chriſtians ro ſwear, which 
he 1; 


ays weare bound at all cimes tv ſpeak truth ro our Neigh- 
bours. 

Auſ”, He doth not. ſay we are to fear truth at all times, 
but to ſpeak it at all times, 

Eightreenthly, And that which he brings in As 23.3, How 
the Apouſtle reproved: the High Prieſt, that cauſed him to be 
ſmitten contrary to law, | 

Anſw. Here che Apoſtle was preaching the Goſpel and 
Chrilts docrine to them, to-the Prieſts that had the Law and 
outward things , this was nothing to the purpoſe, that the A- 
poſtle ſhould ſwear, or that Chrittians ſhould ſwear,--And in 
the 14th Verſe which he quotes. A-ſw, Thoſe were the bad 
people that bound themſelves with 2 Curſe, that they would 
neither eat nor drink till they had killed Pas/ that preached the 
Goſpel, this 15 _— at all chat Chriſtians ſhould ſwear. 

Nigeteenthly, We fay there were Heathens oaths annd Jews 
oaths which were to ſwear by the Lord, which Chriſt calls the 
old time, which they were to perform, which oach Chritt 
ends , and faith, ſwear not at al:, for in the time of the law 
the Jews were to deny all falſe oaths, and heatheniſh oaths, 
and they were not to ſwear by Faz/, but the true oath which 
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' Chriſt ends: And did not the Chriſtians ſuffer in the Primi- 
tive times, becauſe, they could not ſwear by the Proſperity of 
-Ceſar , and was not that oath then impoſed upon them ? And 
by the good fortune of the Emperour, was not that another 
oath? And did not many Chriſtians then ſuffer becauſe they 
could not ſwear, read the ten perſecutionFwhich was along 
time before the Pope got up , and then did not the Pope when 
? he had got up over the” Churches, give forth both Oath and 
6 Curſe, with Bell Book and Candle ? And was not the ceremo- 
ny of his oath tolay three fingers a top of the book to lignific 
the Trinity ? And two fingers under the book to ſignifie Dam- 
nation of bodyand ſoulit they ſware falfly,---And was not 
there a great number of people that would not ſwear, and ſuf- 
"fered great perſecution, -as read the Book -of Martyrs but to 
Bonnersdays, and its little above an hundred years ſince the 
Proteſtants got up ; And they gave forth the Oath of Allegi- 
ance, and the Oath of Supremacy, the one was to deny TJ. 
Popes Supremacy, and the other to acknowledge the Kings of 
England , So we need not to tell you of their form, and ſhew 
you the ceremony of the oath, it ſaith kiſs the Book, and the 
Book ſaith kiſs the Son ; which ſaich, ſwear not ar all, and ſo 
cannot Allegiance be to the King in truth and faithfulneſs, as 
. was ſaid betore without an Oath, yea and more then many 
b that ſwears, 
| | So you may ſee to deny ſwearing is no new thing, for it was 
the praiſe of the Chriſtians in former times to deny it, both in 
Heathens and the times of Popery before Proteſtants, and fo jr 
is in obedience to the command of Chrift that we do not ſwear 
in our loves to him& if we ſay he is Lord & Maſter and do nor 
the thing that he commands, that isbut deceit and hypocriſie;- 
And ſo raſh and bad ſwearing that was forbidden in the time 
of the Law, it was not that which Chriſt came to fulfil, but true 
Oaths, and the true Types, Figures,and Shadows ,and hedaith, 
ſwear not at al", 
Twentiethly, And as for Ai: the 13th there is nothing ſpo- 
ken of — there as all people may read. 
.2Fthly, And whereas the Apoſtle often ſpeaks,and taking 
to witneſs a Record upon his own ſoul by ox at” > in 
iſt 


3.3 
Cbriſt Jeſus, what is all this to ſwearing and taking an oath, 
or where did ever the Apoſtle rake a ſolemn oath, or comman 
the Brethren and Churches to do the fame ? for often he ſpeaks 
of the witneſs out of the mouth of two or three witaeſles ſhall 
every word be eſtabliſhed,--And the Biſhop often brings the 
1Cor, 15. 31. Byour rejoycing which 1 have in Chriſt Jeſus, 1 are 
daily ,, This place cannot be brought for a proof that the Apo- 
{tle ſware ; 1f ſo, when thou ſaiſt by thy meat thou art refreſh- 
ed, and by the fire thou art warmed, and people tells thee thou 
muſt go by ſuch a lane to ſuch a Town, they all ſwear theny do 
they not ? | I, 
22thly, As for the Particle Ni the Biſhop ſaysits never 

uſed bur in an oath only, _ 0 Sh 

Arſw, And whatis N#,is it not (tray) as alſo the Primitive 
word va, which ſignifies yea? and is notthat word »v« in the a* 
forementioned, 5th of Matthew and 5th of James, where 
ſwearing isdenyed— for isnot ve: in Greek yea in Engliſh , 
and is not Ni 1n Greek trad in Engliſh, and if every man thac 
ſays :4 and !7uyſweareth, then the Biſhop proves his Aﬀer- 
tion.——Andis not there a difference between [5 and Y2WI 
——$0 in Meekneſs and Love read this over in that from which 
it was ſent, 
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Chriſt Jeſus who is the King of Kings, and Lord of Lords, the 
Beginning and Ending, Firſt and Laſt, bim by whom God 
will Judge the World in Righteouſneſs. 


\V E Query of you whether he or any of his Apoſties, after they 

had given forth a Command that none (hould Smear, but 
keep to yea and nay in all their Communications, can any Miniſter or 
Teacher prove this tn expreſs words ont of the New Teſtament that 
they ever commanded to [wear or did ſwear that will ſatufir, that will 
endall ; But that we ſhouldie caſt into priſmn for our obedience to 
Chriſts command,by you that profeſſes your ſelves to be Chriſtians,and 
own Chriſt Jeſus as you ſayyts not right: And he commanas you to love 
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Enemies if you did obey bis commands, and love ant anather ; for they 
that are Chriſtians and own Chriſt Jeſt they ſhould love one another. 
For this was 4 mark by which they were known to be Deſciples lear yer; 
of bir. Aud ſo they that are lovers of him, own hims and obey bims and 
bis deftrine, ſo though we do ſuffer bore by you all the Seſſions or 4[-. 
ſizes; we do commit our cauſe aud you that do perſecmte ws to the Gee 
meral Aſſizes and terrible day wherein Cod will Judge the worl4 in 
Righteon[neſs, by the man Chriſt Feſua whoſe commands we obey in 
tenderneſ1 . and there we know we ſhall have true Fudgment without 
reſpett of perſon1 , there onr Hats with not be looked at before the Al- 
mpbty, bn the att ion and tranſgreſsion, and who bath ſeryed Ged, 
—_— hath not ſerved bim, for Chriſt bath told you before hand 
what be will ſay to them that wiſts bim not in priſon, where by us 
wade manifeſt in by Bretbren : T hen what will become of them that 
caſts them into priſon for tenderne|s towards God, for obeying his D- 

frine, and hgeps to yea and nay in their Communications according to 
his words—— And ſo theſe things we leave to the General day Though 
we can ſay the Lord forgive you that dath thu perſeomte w if it be bt 
will freely from our bearts, for we do you nor no may barm, but ſeek. 


the good and prace of all wen, andfor this cauſe for obey ing the tyuth 
bo fuffer 
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THE END, 


